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Synopsis

Revised and updated, the third edition of this highly acclaimed anthology surveys all the major
religious traditions--Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and
African religions--and also covers Zen Buddhism, Shinto, and the religious experience in America.
Ideal for courses in world religions and comparative religion, it introduces the unique claims, hopes,
and wisdom of each tradition in its own voice, through substantial excerpts from its scriptures,
prophets, and authors. "l have tried to pay heed," Eastman writes in his Preface, "to A. C. Bouquet's
warning of many years ago that the study of religion may sink to the level of collecting dead insects
or pressed flowers, which in the process lose all their color and reality. There is not much excuse for
a dreary book about a subject as inherently interesting and provocative as the world’s religions."
The following selections are new to the third edition: Diana L. Eck’s "Frontiers of Encounter,"
Barbara Stoler Miller on Yoga, R. K. Narayan’s story "Chudala," Julia Ching’s "Confucianism in
Perspective," Thomas Merton on Chuang Tzu, Joseph M. Kitagawa’s "The Way of the Kami," lan

Reader on Shinto, Vincent Mulago on African Religions, and "A Personal Note" by John Hick.

Book Information

Paperback: 560 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 3 edition (February 11, 1999)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0195118359

ISBN-13: 978-0195118353

Product Dimensions: 9.1 x 1.1 x 6.4 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.8 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 3.6 out of 5 stars 10 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #145,516 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #101 inA A Books > Textbooks >
Humanities > Religious Studies > Comparative Religion #181inA A Books > Reference >
Encyclopedias & Subject Guides > Religion #288inA A Books > Textbooks > Humanities > Art
History

Customer Reviews

"A very rich source to enable students to get a 'taste’ of influential traditions."--Mary Anne Foley,
University of Scranton"A very creative, interesting introduction to world religions--a hybrid
text."--Gaston Espinosa, Westmont College"An outstanding anthology and clear expositions."--Allen

Howard Podet, Buffalo State College"An excellent supplementary book for World Religions courses



because it quotes primary sources."--Marianne Ferguson, Buffalo State College"Excellent selection
from recent studies of religion from the original texts. Eastman covers a great deal of ground in 500
pages and does it carefully and intelligently."--Dan O’Bryan, Sierra Nevada College"An excellent
survey for use in introductory level courses at the seminary level. It helps to bring students into the
world of religion beyond the Judeo-Christian tradition."--Philip Wickari, San Francisco Theological
Seminary/Graduate Theological Union"A thorough, comprehensive book with a variety of
presentations to meet different kinds of audiences."--Ralph R. Covell, Denver Seminary"The Ways
of Religion was just what | was looking for. It provides substantial sections of writings (including
Scripture) from various traditions without being overwhelming to students. Its inclusion of
contemporary writings adds to it relevancy as well."--Joel J. Heim, Carroll CollegePraise for the
previous edition (first 4 quotes): "In my twenty-five years of teaching world religions this is the first
book on the subject that | have liked, with the sole exception of Huston Smith’s World Religions.
Unlike the latter, this is an anthology and a very excellent one at that. Eastman’s book will be a boon
to students."--Ramesh Patel, Antioch College"An excellent mixture of restrained but clear
commentary with multiple selections of primary texts from the great traditions of humankind. The
sense and sentiment, taste and feel emerge from the stories and sacred texts."--Michael Barnes,

University of Dayton

Roger Eastman is at Reedley College.

I’'m so glad | got this book. It takes an impartial look in order to assist me in the study of comparative
religion. The chapters are divided by religions (traditions): Hinduism, Buddhism, Zen Buddhism,
Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, (African Traditional Religions, and
Religion in America). Each chapter starts with an introduction of the history of each and then goes
on to excerpts of scriptures and commentary on the major religious traditions.

Good product and seller

Great rental, books content was a little droll, but what else can be expected
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horrible book...simply horrible.



Awesome delivery and book was as described!

| ordered multiple textbooks through for this term at my local community college. | was very
satisfied with the products | received. Though used, they were in great shape and at a great price,

overall good value.

The product was a reviewed and | recieved it very quickily! That was what was needed and | was

greatful.
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